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Buildings i led 


Town Sa 1al 


The public square in Heber | 
i ef other early 
combined 
creational func- 
i dons as the center the com- 
community and of Wasatch Co. 
The measured drawings that 
are shown on this page are typ- 
ical of those prepared by the 
Historic American Buildings 
Survey conducted this summer 
tin Utah in collaboration with 
ithe Utah Heritage Foundation. 
The purpose of this survey has 
jbeen to record the significant 
historic and architectural struc- 
į tures of this state, 


THESE DRAWINGS, WITH 
the associated photographs and | 
data books will become part of | 
the collection of the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D. C. 
i Twenty-three of the one hun- 
dred and three drawings pre- 
pared this summer are of the! 
{Heber Town Square buildin 
| The Heber Town Square was 
particularly selected for this 
survey because of ils unique his- 
torical and architectural signifi- 
cance in America, 

Mr. Paul Goeldner, the Pro- 
{ect Supervisor of the Historic 
i American Buildings Survey, U- 
| tah Project, 1967, made the fol-! 
lowing statement on the Heber 


: Town Square as these drawings 


were cenipleted. 

“WILEN,. 
and arduous journey, Brigham 
Young said, “This is the place,” 
he was concerned about the uni- 
queness of his opportunity to 
create a better enviornment 
rather than a duplicate of what 
he left behind. 

“Without narrowly limiting 


ER A LONG! 


‘national borders, Americans 
have always been free to move. 
Sometimes they have been chal- 
Henged by new frontiers but in 


Senter Ciau thes soit, t palat 
led the water, poisoned the air 


“A DIFFICULTY IN OUR 
own time is that the farther and 
faster We move, the more every 
: place becomes like every other 
place and our restless searching 
| leads to increasing disappoint- 
ment. 

“The wandered finds a prom- 
ise of something better in the 
| Heber Valley and the tourist is 
tempted to linger, not only be- 
cause of the impressive natural 
setting but because of the beau- 
ty and character of the late | 
nineteenth cent architecture; 
| the red brick houses of Midway 
jwith their lacy white barge- 
boards and the unique integrity 
of the Heber City town square. 

“UNLIKE ‘TIIEIR predeces- 
sors of 192-1 who were anxious 
to preserve the architectural 
character of the town square 
when they built the annex at 
the rear of the courthouse, pres- 
ent leadership has proposed a 
i new courthouse of a design and 
¿placement which would drastic- 
ally € character and, 
j unfortun: Heber City 
like every 
n town, in 
see no reason 
open their wal- 


isvnich trav: 
to slow dowa 
ı lets. 

į “It has been suggested that 
| those who t to preserve the 
i square are mec some outsid- 
pers. Pe s are. Per- 
haps it pect Was- 
Ac y to value its heri- 
Ore than hundreds of 
communities who now la- 
ment the loss of something 
which made them unique and 
could have kept them proud. 
While the trees and buildings 
remain, there is still hope that 
the Heber Valley can show itself 
better and wi than other 
places, not only in saving but in 
using its square. 

i “BECAUSE THIS CONCERN 
for America's heritage is more | 


“ment thas taken s 
federal funds boing. Tei “for 
projects involving ‘the destruc- 


tion of historic sites. In the! 


future this will affect projects 
like the new Wasatch County 
Courthouse, which involves a 
federal grant. 

“This legislation extends the: 
principle of 
i vieusiy been applied to 
forests, secnic 

ne less 
the historic values which are 
also the birthright of future 
generations.” 


THRE PER 
ing this su 
io learn tha 
the Town § 
City of He 
Tabernacle and 
operated, main 


SONS CONDUCT- 
were interested 
` the buildings of 
are owned by the 
including the 
Social Iall, are 
ned and re- 
y t to the 
City. ‘This mplished thru 
the volunteer cffort of individ- 
uals and civic organizations and 
is coordinated and supported by 
the Wasatch Historical Society. 

Except for Social Hall rest 


ithe ‘Tabernacle, to be accomp- 
towardship which} 


| 


to include; 


{His 


available for par ; 
renovation work on the build- 
ings is being provided for by 
fund-raising programs and con- 
tributions. This will include 
re-roofing of the north side of 


lished this fall. A separate pro- 

ram will provide for conversion 

to gas of the Social Tall heating 
: ) this fall. 


RESEARCHERS FOR THE 
Historic American  Duildings 
Survey are anxious to have ad- 
ditional information about He- 
her City’s town square before 
the end of the project in mid- 
September, 

A mumnber of quetsions were 
ed in the August 10 issue of 
the Wasatch Wa Among | 
the most important are: What 
was the construction date of the 
jail? What was the stair loca- 
tion in the courthouse before 
the 1924 annex was built? What 


lc] 


unusual or significant events 
have taken place in connection 
with the square or individual 


buildings, 


Assistance from Heber Valley 
sident would be very helpful 
and is requested. Answers may 
be delivered to the Wasatch 
Wave or mailed to H.A.B.S 
603 East South ‘Temple, Sait 
City, Utah $1102, 
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UTAH 2. 


elvin T. Smith, Preservation Officer 


Number 1 1971 
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National News 


We are pleased to report that the Wasatch 
Stake Tabernacle and Heber Amusement Hall 
have been listed on the National Register. This 
recognition is justly deserved. Credit and thanks 
should be extended to those alert citizens whose 
concern has preserved this portion of our heritage. 
While some people lament that the buildings 
want care and restoration, it should be noted 
that the structures still stand, and plans for their 
effective use are progressing. Tomorrow and for 
years to come they can continue their cultural 
contribution, 


Ironically, another even more outstanding tab- 
ernacle currently faces an imminent death threat 
—the Summit Stake Tabernacle. Highly recom- 
mended by the Utah Heritage Foundation, the 


Daughters of Utah Pioneers, and others, the 
building was listed on the Utah State Register 
and nominated to the National Register by the 
Governor's Historie and Cultural Sites Review 
Committee. ‘The National Park Service has just 
announced it is now a National Historic Place. 
Mr, Milton L. Weilenmann, state liaison officer, 
in making the announcement, added: “Tf the 
building is now razed, not only will a lovely tab- 
ernacle be lost, but a National Historic Site de- 
stroyed. This would come at a time when across 
the nation efforts are being made to preserve our 
heritage. It would be tragic if the L.D.S. Church, 
with such a great history, should) destroy this 
beautiful building.” He asks that stheeals leaders 
reconsider their plans. 

Special thanks to, Stephanie Churchill, now 
acting director of the Utah Heritage Foundation, 
and Gary Forbush, preservation architect, and 

| 


National Register Historic Place - Summit Stake Tabernacle, Coalville 
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ational News 


We are pleased to report that the Wasatch 
take Tabernacle and Heber Amusement Hall 
ave been listed on the National Register. This 
scognition is justly deserved. Credit and thanks 
iould be extended to those alert citizens whose 
oncern has preserved this portion of our heritage. 
Vhile some people lament that the buildings 
‘ant care and restoration, it should be noted 
rat the structures still stand, and plans for their 
ffective use are progressing. Tomorrow and for 
ears to come they can continue their cultural 
ontribution. 

Ironically, another even more outstanding tab- 
rnacle currently faces an imminent death threat 
—the Summit Stake Tabernacle. Highly recom- 
nended by the Utah Heritage Foundation, the 


Yational Register Historic Place - Summit Stake Tabernacle, Coalville 


Daughters of Utah Pioneers, and others, the 
building was listed on the Utah State Register 
and nominated to the National Register by the 
Governor’s Historic and Cultural Sites Review 
Committee. The National Park Service has just 
announced it is now a National Historic Place. 
Mr. Milton L. Weilenmann, state liaison officer, 
in making the announcement, added: “If the 
building is now razed, not only will a lovely tab- 
ernacle be lost, but a National Historic Site de- 
stroyed. This would come at a time when across 
the nation efforts are being made to preserve our 
heritage. It would be tragic if the L.D.S. Church, 
with such a great history, should destroy this 
beautiful building.” He asks that church leaders 
reconsider their plans. 

Special thanks to, Stephanie Churchill, now 
acting director of the Utah Heritage Foundation, 
and Gary Forbush, preservation architect, and 


National Register Historic Place - Wasatch Stake 
Taberacle, Heber, City. 


hundreds of concerned, responsible Utahns who 
are seeking to save this site. If you are anxious 
to help, please contact Mrs. Churchill at 603 
East South Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah 84102, 
Telephone 328-5755. 


A Time To Act 


Several observations need to be made: 

First of all, our heritage, as manifest in physi- 
cal objects, is very important and on a selective 
basis should be saved. 

Preservation only happens when we really 
care. It is expensive, yet it has its rewards, not the 
least of which are economic if restoration and 


National Register nominee - Box Elder Stake 
Tabernacle, Brigham City 


utilization are done with care and imagination. 
Utah has several fine examples of adaptive re- 
storation. 

Preservation is not necessarily the antagonist 
of progress. While it is true that today’s wants 
often are distinctive, they most frequently need 
not exclude buildings by forbears. Too often the 
past is destroyed because today’s builders have 
not been told by us how important our past is. 
We, with our awareness and concern, make the 
difference. We need to look ahead, to plan ahead, 
to preserve before the eleventh hour. If we care 
about something, let it be known. Wishes are 
genisis to genius. Utah has architects with in- 
spiration to rise to and beyond our aspirations. 
Action is needed now. Let’s give them our chal- 
lenge. 


Markers 


The marker, an anodized bronze-colored alu- 
minum plaque mounted on a square three-inch 
post, is now ready for production. We hope to 
have one placed at each Utah Historic Site, both 
the State Register and the National Register. 
Because no budget has been allowed for this 
program, we are asking the proprietors of the 
sites or the people of the community or county 
to purchase them. The lovely plaque will cost only 
$105.00. 

Historic preservation begins and ends with re- 
search. Let’s get the facts. Thanks to all of you 
for good work. 


National Register nominee - St. George Tabernacle 


Valleys of Wasatch County Have Pastoral Charm : E A E MEANA d 
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the Southwest end of Heber Valley. 
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WEATHERED WOOD FENCE is an artistic remind 
days when practically everyone had a barn, cow and p 


ee . THE WASATCH WAVE 
“m@hureday, Oct. 5, 1978. B- Heber City, Utah 84032 
Thursday, Oot. 6.1978 8. Heber oa 


Two buildings to be nominated. to 


Register of Historic places 


' The Governor’ s Cul: 


Tow. ‘Mr. Budd has done 


Third wards. The Second 


tural’. Sites - Comittee ‘ cific. David's father : iwas” i many things to improve ` ward boundaries were 
approved two” buildings killed by a landslide. ‘the -vutside appearance the west side of Main 
in Heber, the:” David Now the main support of the house. In addition Street. A jog was made 


Fisher home. and the 
Heber Second. “Ward 
meeting house, now the 
: Catholic ‘Church, for 
nomination to,:the Na- 
tional Register of Histor- 
ic Places. The committee 
approved. the sites at 
their September” meet- 
ing. The sites were ori- 


\-ginally ‘presented’ in 


Augiist; but the commit- 
tee did not vote on them 
because there was not a 
quorum present at the 
meeting. Wesley Budd, 
the, current owner of the 
' David Fisher home, at- 
tended the August meet- 
ing and expressed his 
support of the nomina- 
tion of his home. The 
nominations will now go 
to Washington, D.C. and 


` it will take the national 


office about six months 
to review them. The 
nominations are rarely 
turned down if they have 
been’ approved by the 
state cultural sites com- 


for his mother’ and. bro- 
thers and sisters, Fisher 
returned to Heber Valley 
and worked. for. a ‘local 
farmer, John McDonald. 
He marriëd McDonald'si 
daughter, Mary Ann; in 
1874. The couple: origin- 
ally settled in Heber but 
later becatise of financial 
problems, they ‘decided 


the ‘Ontario 
Ann 


work ‘in 
Mine ‘and ‘Må 


would stay and 
on the family homestead 
in Daniel's Creek. Mary 
Ann then moved to Park 
City. i i 

Fisher was. very: suc- 
cessful working’ for. the 
mines. He also staked . 
some of his own, mining 
claims. In 1892, at about 
the time Park City went 
into a depression be- 
cause of a drop in silver 
prices, Fisher returned 
to Heber City and built 
this house. With the 


interest from his ‘mining, 


mittee. claims, Fisher was able- 
The David. Fisher to live very comfortable. 
r home is at 124 East He was involved in civic 


Fourth South. It was 
built in 1892 and is one 
of. the few remaining 
Victorian hom 
Heber City.yDavi 


- et, the original owner of 


‘the house, came.to Utah 


` with his parents’ from’ 


Scotland. The family ‘ sèt- 


 tled ‘in’ Sali Lake at first, 
_ bute then decided to. 
. move to the Heber Val- 


ley. because there ‘was 
agricultural land. avail- 
able. After taking out- a 
` homestead in this county 
„David ` and his’ father 
réturned to Salt Lake to 


activities and served on 
the city council from 
1905 to 1913. `, 2 
After Fisher's ‘death in 
1915, his wife Mary Ann 
continued to live in the 


house. The family sold it, 


in 1936. Many residents 
will remember that it 


was used as a rest home . 


for about “eight ` years 
and the home was in 
very poor condition: Re- 
cently, 
had’ a face 
Budd, an ar 
Salt Lake _ 


. nomination 


he, built a garage ‘on the 
“side of the touse. He 


did ‘a beautiful job tying 
the garage and `the 
house together architec- 
turally by building a 


‘passageway between the 


twò buildings! and add- 


‘ing scroll work along 


the top of it. The addi- 


“tion of the gingerbread 
. effect ties “in very well 


with ‘the other Victorian 


“elements of the house. 


The other’ building 
that was accepted for 
was the 
Heber Second Ward 
meeting house. It is one 
of the best examples of 
the Gothic Parish Style 
of architecture in the 
state of Utah. 

The Heber Second 
Ward was created in 
1903 when the Heber 
East and West wards 


were divided to create 
the First. 


Second and 


in the boundaries to 
include Joseph A. Ras- 
band: who lived on the 
east side of Main. Ras- 
band became’ the first _ 
bishop of the ward. i 

The ward originally 
met in the old social 
hall. As the ward grew, ` 
the leaders decided to 
build a meeting house of , 
their own, With-the help 
of the stake presidency, 
the bishopric selected ‘an 
architect from a church 
approved list. They. 
chose Joseph Nelson of 
Provo. Nelson's other 
works include the - city 
and county building in 
Provo, the Central 
School in Heber and 
numerous schools and 
residences. He designed 
a church for a Provo 
ward that is similar to 
the Heber Second Ward 
in the tate 1910s. 

In 1913 the ward 


